
From: joe prather 
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2019 1:53 PM
To: Heldenfels, Leane <Leane.Heldenfels@austintexas.gov>
Subject: 2311 Shoal Creek/ C15-2019-0018

My response is to an appeal of the Land Develepment Code in reference to C15-2019-0018.

My response is attached Below.

My comments are that I do not want an SF3 property to be changed to a property that can be used as a
 fraternity, or used as a non- profit to aid students in the  mission statement by the owners of the home,
 Beta Student Aid Fund.

Mission
Aid students of the University of Texas, who are members of the Beta Omicron Chapter of the Beta Theta
 Pi Fraternity, with scholarships, maintaining of lands and buildings serving as housing for these students,
 and to ensure that their higher education is attained.

Our neighborhood does currently house both single family residents, and students leasing homes, that
 attend UT. This land use, could open other larger homes. in the area, to try and change their current SF3
 property, into a fraternity, and thus house more than six unrelated people in the home. This would create
 a huge parking problem, in our already crowded neighborhood. 

Thank you for your time./ Member of the Caswell Heights Neighborhood Association. 

Joe Prather
Central Metro Realty
512 796 5539

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The contents of this email message and any attachments are intended solely for the addressee(s) and
 may contain confidential and/or privileged information and may be legally protected from disclosure. If you are not the intended recipient
 of this message or their agent, or if this message has been addressed to you in error, please immediately alert the sender by reply email
 and then delete this message and any attachments. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any use,
 dissemination, copying, or storage of this message or its attachments is strictly prohibited.
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From: Betsy Greenberg 
Sent: Thursday, April 04, 2019 9:24 AM
To: Heldenfels, Leane <Leane.Heldenfels@austintexas.gov>
Subject: C15-2019-0018

Members of the Board of Adjustment,

This case involves the Beta Theta Pi fraternity house located at 2311 Shoal Creek Boulevard. 
 The property is owned, advertised and signed (with large Greek letters) as a fraternity house. 
 Even if I were to stretch credulity and believe that this house isn't being used for group
 residential, there is no question that house is used as a site for large and frequent fraternity
 meetings and parties.  This use exactly meets the definition of "Club or Lodge", i.e. the use of
 a site for provision of meeting, recreational, or social facilities by a private or nonprofit
 association, primarily for use by members and guests.  This use specifically includes private
 social clubs and fraternal organizations and it baffles me how Planning and Zoning and other
 City staff could interpret this otherwise.  

Please use your common sense and not staff's convoluted logic when you make your
 determination on this case.

Thank you for your service,
Betsy Greenberg
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From: Muriel Wright
Sent: Monday, April 08, 2019 3:07 AM
To: Heldenfels, Leane <Leane.Heldenfels@austintexas.gov>
Subject: Board of Adjustment Hearing, Case Number C15-2019-0018, 2311 Shoal Creek Blvd., April 8
 , 2019

Dear Ms. Heldenfels:

I am writing in wholehearted support of the appeal submitted by Ronald Sawey challenging
 the Land Use Determination of 2311 Shoal Creek Blvd. as a single-family residence use in a
 SF-3-NP neighborhood. I share the opinion that the current use of that property should be
 classified as either club/lodge or group residential. It is operated as a fraternity house.

Muriel Wright
1211 West 22-1/2 Street
Austin, TX 78705
512-477-7239
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From: Anne Heinen
Sent: Thursday, April 04, 2019 8:46 AM
To: Heldenfels, Leane <Leane.Heldenfels@austintexas.gov>
Subject: Deny C15-2019.0018

Dear Board of Adjustment,

Please disallow the current operation of a fraternity in a house with single family
 zoning at 2311 Shoal Creek Blvd. and do not grant the owners a conditional use
 permit. This is a use explicitly denied in SF-3 zoning, for good reason. The activities
 of a fraternity, which are being carried out at 2311 Shoal Creek, are not in keeping
 with SF-3 zoned single-family neighborhoods. Club or Lodge is a conditional use
 (which is clearly the current use) and the fraternity does not have the conditional use
 permit, nor should it be granted one. You might argue that the property in question is
 close to UT, and thus deserves a conditional permit. However, that thinking would
 spell the end for many SF-3 zoned areas near UT that currently offer close-in
 housing for people from all walks and stages of life, not just UT students.

Thank you,

Anne Heinen
3010 Washington Sq. 78705 (included in the Central Austin Neighborhood Area
 Planning group)
512-426-1124

G-1/36

mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=1C8A8ECDDF174E6DA24F8BDA42307029-HELDENFELS,
mailto:Diana.Ramirez@austintexas.gov


From: Bobby Levinski 
Sent: Thursday, April 04, 2019 1:27 PM
To: Heldenfels, Leane <Leane.Heldenfels@austintexas.gov>; Ronald M Sawey 
Cc: mary ingle 
Subject: Re: FW: Beta Theta Pi Land Use Appeal

Hi Leane,

Thank you for forwarding this postponement request to us.  As we discussed earlier via the
 phone, we will be opposing the request for postponement. When the application for this code
 interpretation was filed (on December 19th), the City was responsible for making a decision
 within 14 days of the application (ie., January 10th). That decision was delayed for almost
 two months, because the City wanted to meet and discuss the situation with the fraternity.
 Now, we are being asked to delay the process further, without any changes in material fact for
 a fairly simple code interpretation. 

Importantly, while the fraternity might be considered an interested party for this code
 interpretation, they are not a direct party to the appeal. This is not an appeal attached to a
 project. Rather, the ~$5,000 expense that my clients have been burdened with from the
 request for code interpretation and the subsequent appeal are the result of the fraternity not
 following the mandated code process. We respect the need of the fraternity to seek legal
 counsel, but we believe they have had ample opportunity to consider the facts and how this
 decision might impact their operations of the site. 

Many thanks,
Bobby

On Wed, 3 Apr 2019 at 15:25, Heldenfels, Leane <Leane.Heldenfels@austintexas.gov>
 wrote:

Hi Bobby and Mary – received this request for postponement today from the property
 owner.  I’ll announce it at the beginning of the hearing when the Chair calls for
 postponement requests.

FYI –
Leane Heldenfels
Board of Adjustment Liaison
City of Austin

--
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Bobby Levinski
Attorney,
The Levinski Law Office
512-636-7649 (mobile)
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Meredith Maycotte 
2301 Shoal Creek Blvd 
Austin, Texas 78705 
512-674-5207
meredith@maycotte.com

4th April 2019 

Leane Heldenfels 
City of Austin-Development Services Department 
P.O. Box 1088 
Austin, Texas 78767-1088 

RE: Voting IN FAVOR of Case Number: C15-2019-0018, 2311 Shoal Creek Blvd 

Dear Ms. Heldenfels, 

I have lived on Shoal Creek Blvd with my family for nearly 15 years. I have two young 
daughters who walk to school every day and pass the house at 2311 Shoal Creek Blvd. 
We are very invested in this neighborhood and care deeply about its future as a safe, 
family-friendly place to raise our children. We live harmoniously with the tennis center, the 
loft complex, and we value the wonderful single family neighbors that make up the 
majority of the homes on our street.  

We always refer to 2311 Shoal Creek as “The Ann Richards House,” since it is the former 
governor’s residence. Before that, it served as the home of an architect who built the 
second floor as a ballet studio for his ballerina wife. We adore that historical home and 
were disappointed to see it turn into a fraternity house when it was sold last year by a 
family with a young son who decided to move to Westlake where it was “better for kids.” 

We don’t want to move to Westlake. We want to keep the family-friendly nature of our 
Central Austin neighborhood. It was clear to us that the house had become a fraternity 
home because of the increased vehicle traffic that we noticed. There are also huge greek 
letters displayed in front of the home. We agree with Ronald Sawey’s appeal that the 
usage of the home is club/lodge or group residential. This seems to be an incompatible 
use with the neighborhood. 

Sincerely, 

Meredith Maycotte 

Homeowner 

G-1/39



From: Ronald M Sawey 
Sent: Thursday, April 04, 2019 6:46 AM
To: Bobby Levinski 
Cc: Heldenfels, Leane <Leane.Heldenfels@austintexas.gov>
Subject: Re: Beta Theta Pi Land Use Appeal

Hello Ms. Heldenfels,

This note is to let help you come to understand that I am very much NOT a "silent partner" in  
these matters.  I have written around $5K in personal checks to move this matter forward.  
This is NOT an inconsiderable amount for a retired university professor.  To summarily  
decide that the "owner" of the property has standing to stall what has become a very long and  
drawn out process is more than a little disconcerting.  Consequently I feel compelled to offer  
my views on what you apparently are trying mightily (in my view) to turn into an unmitigated  
farce. 

The one thing that I would interject at this point is that since our application (which has MY  
name on it) is that the owner of the property at 2311 Shoal Creek is apparently NOT what is  
stated on the Travis County Appraisal District database.

https://www.traviscad.org/property-search/ 

INSTEAD a search of  Travis County Clerk's database:

http://www.tccsearch.org/RealEstate/SearchEntry.aspx?e=newSession 

the database of record as I have belatedly come to understand (no thanks to ANYBODY in  
your office) indicates (if I am reading these incredibly murky records correctly) is an entity  
denoted as DTHB Inc.:(Please see attachment):

https://www.corporationwiki.com/p/3156vw/dthb-inc 

whose "principal" apparently is a person named  David Anthony Buttross.

So my one question (leaving aside the matter of whether or not the owner has ANY standing  
to make such a request in this matter) to you at this point, should you condescend with an  
answer, is has the apparent REAL owner or his representative requested the postponement?

Thank you for your time and attention.

Ronald M. Sawey
1202 W. 22 1/2 St.
rs01@utexas.edu
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On Wed, Apr 3, 2019 at 5:28 PM Bobby Levinski <  wrote:

I’m not sure this would qualify as a project-specific request. This is a general code
 interpretation.  However, I will be calling Mary later to discuss, and we’ll provide a
 response.

Many thanks,
Bobby

Sent from my iPhone

On Apr 3, 2019, at 4:14 PM, Heldenfels, Leane <Leane.Heldenfels@austintexas.gov>
 wrote:

HI Mary – the property owner does have standing to request a postponement.

Leane

From: 
Sent: Wednesday, April 03, 2019 4:12 PM
To: Heldenfels, Leane <Leane.Heldenfels@austintexas.gov>
Cc: Bobby Levinski < ; Burkhardt, William - BC 

 Ronald M Sawey
Subject: Re: Beta Theta Pi Land Use Appeal

Leane,
Is this an appropriate postponement for an interpretation? We are not
 challenging the property owner- we asked for an interpretation from the
 Director of Planning. We are challenging him, “The Director” who gave us this
 interpretation. This interpretation had a major cost attached to it, too. The
 Fraternity has standing to request a postponement? This is not a regular BOA
 variance case.

Best,
Mary Ingle
512-466-0448

On Apr 3, 2019, at 3:25 PM, Heldenfels, Leane
 <Leane.Heldenfels@austintexas.gov> wrote:

Hi Bobby and Mary – received this request for postponement today from the
 property owner.  I’ll announce it at the beginning of the hearing when the Chair calls
 for postponement requests.

FYI – 
Leane Heldenfels
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Board of Adjustment Liaison
City of Austin
<TBSAF to Jerry Rusthoven, C15-2019-0018.pdf>
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From: Gregg Young 
Sent: Thursday, April 04, 2019 10:32 AM
To: Heldenfels, Leane <Leane.Heldenfels@austintexas.gov>
Cc: Kelly Wright
Subject: Copy of Request for Postponement, C15-2019-0018, Fwd: Beta Theta Pi Land Use Appeal

Hi, Leane,

Below is a copy of our request for postponement.

Sincerely,
Gregg Young
Texas Beta Students Aid Fund

Begin forwarded message:

From: Gregg Young
Subject: Re: Beta Theta Pi Land Use Appeal
Date: April 2, 2019 at 1:16:37 PM CDT
To: "Rusthoven, Jerry" <Jerry.Rusthoven@austintexas.gov>
Cc:  <edroberts, KWright Kerri Johnson

Jerry,

Attached is our request for postponement, re Leane Heldenfels.

Regards,
Gregg W. Young
Austin

On Apr 1, 2019, at 6:23 PM, Rusthoven, Jerry <Jerry.Rusthoven@austintexas.gov> wrote:

Gentlemen,

The appeal of my decision relating to the property at 2311 shoal Ck Blvd has been set for Monday

 April 8th at 5:30pm at City Hall, 301 W 2nd St.  A member of the public may speak for 3 mins.  Please
 call me at 512-917-5959 if you have any questions.

Jerry Rusthoven
Assistant Director
City of Austin, Texas  Planning and Zoning Department
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              Texas Beta Students Aid Fund  


April 2, 2019 


Mr. Jerry Rusthoven 
City of Austin, Texas  Planning and Zoning Dept. 
PO Box 1088 
Austin, TX 78767 


(512) 974-3207  Jerry.Rusthoven@austintexas.gov 


Subject:  C15-2019-0018, 2311 Shoal Creek Blvd., 78705 


Dear Mr. Rusthoven, 


TBSAF, the subject property owner, requests a postponement of the use 
appeal hearing on April 8, 2019, to the next Board of Adjustment meeting by 
reason that our attorney, John Joseph, is undergoing surgery and is unable 
to represent us on April 8. 


Sincerely yours, 


G. Wheeler Young, V.P. 
Texas Beta Student Aid Fund 


cc:  
Kelly Wright 
Don Roberts 


 


Texas Beta Students Aid 
Fund 


Don Roberts, President 


G. Wheeler Young, V.P.  
gregg.young.bjy@gmail.com 
direct:  512 964-3100 


D. Michael Harris, Tresurer 


George Harcourt, Secretary 


Beta Omicron Chapter, UT 
Beta Theta Pi 


Texas Beta Students Aid 
Scholarship Fund  


2311 SHOAL CREEK BLVD.,  POB 201119, AUSTIN, TX 78705  
512 338-1000  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505 Barton Springs Rd.  One Texas Center 5th Floor
Mailing Address:
PO Box 1088
Austin, TX 78767
(512) 974-3207
Jerry.Rusthoven@austintexas.gov
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              Texas Beta Students Aid Fund 

April 2, 2019 

Mr. Jerry Rusthoven 
City of Austin, Texas  Planning and Zoning Dept. 
PO Box 1088 
Austin, TX 78767 

(512) 974-3207  Jerry.Rusthoven@austintexas.gov

Subject:  C15-2019-0018, 2311 Shoal Creek Blvd., 78705 

Dear Mr. Rusthoven, 

TBSAF, the subject property owner, requests a postponement of the use 
appeal hearing on April 8, 2019, to the next Board of Adjustment meeting by 
reason that our attorney, John Joseph, is undergoing surgery and is unable 
to represent us on April 8. 

Sincerely yours, 

G. Wheeler Young, V.P. 
Texas Beta Student Aid Fund

cc:  
Kelly Wright 
Don Roberts 

Texas Beta Students Aid 
Fund 

Don Roberts, President 

G. Wheeler Young, V.P.
gregg.young.bjy@gmail.com
direct:  512 964-3100

D. Michael Harris, Tresurer

George Harcourt, Secretary 

Beta Omicron Chapter, UT 
Beta Theta Pi 

Texas Beta Students Aid 
Scholarship Fund 

2311 SHOAL CREEK BLVD.,  POB 201119, AUSTIN, TX 78705  
512 338-1000  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